17.     COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA, CSL LTD.
PARTICULARS OF DEFENCE

The Defendant denies the first paragraph of the particulars contained in the attachment to the Claim filed by the Plaintiffs ("Particulars of Claim") save and except that the Defendant has established the Human Pituitary Hormones Trust Account within the Commonwealth Public Account in accordance with section 62A of the Audit Act 1901 to provide funding for grants and other payments for the provision of ongoing counselling and support service for people treated with human pituitary hormones and their families and medical and other care costs in the event of a person contracting CreutzfeldtJakob Disease ("CJW) as a result of human pituitary hormone treatment in Australia.

2.
The Defendant denies the second paragraph of the Particulars of Claim but says

that proceedings in the Supreme Court of Victoria relating to the Plaintiff, Margaret Anne Bansemer were settled by CSI, Limited and the Commonwealth of Australia without admission of liability.

3.
The Defendant does not know and therefore does not admit the allegations contained in the third and fourth paragraphs of the Particulars of Claim save and except that the Plaintiffs' trip to the United States of America was undertaken at their own volition.

4.
The Defendant denies the fifth and sixth paragraphs of the Particulars of Claim and in particular denies that it is liable for the carer's air fare of $ 1,355.00 and repeats its allegations as set out in paragraph 3, above.

5.
As to the seventh paragraph of the Particulars of Claim the Defendant admits that the Plaintiffs have engaged the services of a private care provider and that it has declined to pay the cost of a person to be tried as a carer for the Plaintiff Margaret Anne Bansemer on 19 January 1998 when the other carer was also in attendance.

6.
The Defendant denies the eight, ninth and tenth paragraphs of the Statement of Claim and says that the Plaintiffs are not entitled to a grant of $ 193.00 for the trial carer.

DATED this 31 day of March 1998.

Signed on behalf of the Defendant by :

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT SOLICITOR Per: 

Solicitor for the Defendants Level 20, Grenfell Centre 25 Grenfell Street ADELAIDE SA 5000
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